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2. SOUTH AFRICA’S INVESTMENT 
VISION & MISSION 

 

 Vision Statement 
South Africa: Africa’s leading investment destination 

 

Dynamic changes across the globe are playing a powerful force in shaping the social, 
economic and political trajectories of nations across the globe. There is growing consensus 
that private rather than public investment is required to generate long-term prosperity on 
the African continent, particularly through the creation of long-term sustainable 
employment (Gorg, Krieger-Boden, Moran, & Seric, 2020). FDI and DDI are thus critical 
in stimulating much-needed economic growth and development. As such, attracting FDI 
and DDI constitutes an increasingly important component of national development 
objectives.  
Over the next few decades, the real challenge with the country’s transition is for South 
Africa’s government, social and private sectors to shape an environment that will enable 
the country’s residents to be its greatest beneficiaries. South Africa has taken the decision 
to drastically alter the way in which it does business towards advancing the country’s 
future growth and prosperity; thus, requiring a wholly non-myopic approach with respect 
to the country’s programmatic initiatives. With this milieu, it is of exceptional importance 
that meaningful and effective partnerships for development are established.  
In this regard, the CIS is aimed at creating a fully integrated and coordinated approach to 
investment through aligning government priorities and channelling investment towards 
areas with the greatest growth potential supported by aptly co-ordinated incentive 
schemes and anchored by quality institutions. The development of South Africa’s CIS seeks 
to align policy priorities and plans supported by an enabling regulatory environment. It is 
envisaged that these clearly defined policy priorities will work towards promoting South 
Africa as a leading African investment destination. 

 Mission Statement 
Leverage quality FDI and DDI to achieve South Africa’s National Development 
Plan economic transformation goals of driving economic growth, increasing 

employment, reducing inequality and decreasing poverty; anchored by quality 
institutions and robust economic networks 

Two of the globe’s foremost development economists, Daron Acemoglu and James 
Robison, have for years examined the comparative origins of development on a global 
scale. The authors have long asserted that institutional effectiveness exerts a dominant 
role in shaping long-term economic outcomes (Acemoglu & Robinson, 2012). Whilst great 
strides have been made in South Africa, it can be argued that policy certainty and 
regulatory consistency are required to enhance institutional effectiveness.  
In addition, whilst most FDI and DDI project assessments focus on quantifiable economic 
aspects; environmental, social and governance effects merit careful evaluation. A host 
country must have a clear agenda and strategy in determining and formulating its policy 
options leveraging legislation and maximising resource mobilisation to advance a well-
articulated and clearly defined developmental trajectory. South Africa’s investment 
strategy aligns various investment mandate holders in the country to co-ordinate 




