
The IEC invites the public to comment on if the current conditions are conducive to the holding of free and fair 
elections later this year.

	 •		To	enquire	into,	make	findings	and	report	on,	and	make	recommendations	concerning	the	
likelihood that the Electoral Commission would be able to ensure that the forthcoming 2021 general 
local government elections will be free and fair, in view of;

  1. the challenges posed by the COVID19 pandemic, and
  2.  the measures promulgated by the government to curb the continued spread of the 

pandemic;

 •  To indicate additional measures that the Electoral Commission may be required to implement in 
order to realise free and fair elections within the context of the COVID-19 pandemic.

The above public participation campaign was released on 1 June 2021 where the closing date was set to 18 
June 2021.

Written submissions and enquiries were received and prepared to direct to Justice Dikgang Moseneke at 
freeandfair@elections.org.za .

Dear South Africa (DearSA) hosted a participation project through Dear South Africa’s mobile and online 
platform to facilitate, educate and encourage public participation and comment to shape this amendment

https://dearsouthafrica.co.za/elections-review/ 

Included on the web page was:
1 - the published related documents as downloadable PDFs
2	-	a	live	view	of	public	comments	(with	a	counter	and	breakdown	reflecting	number	of	participants)
3 - video summaries
4 - links to relevant media articles
5 - a portal which posed three questions (with the option of multiple responses to each question)
6 - a comment facility to provide input on the application

Dear South Africa is a network of online platforms designed to facilitate government and 
encourage the public to participate in unbiased decision-making processes or policy formation at 
SOE, municipal, provincial and national levels. 

IEC Local 2021 Elections
1 June – 18 June 2021
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Each public entry was individually delivered to Justice Dikgang Moseneke at freeandfair@elections.org.za. DearSA also 
captured all public entries which have been used to produce this report.  

Note:	In	order	to	accurately	reflect	public	comment,	DearSA’s	projects	are	unbiased	and	hold	no	partisan	opinion	or	
agenda.	Raw	captured	data	is	attached	as	an	Excel	file.

A total of 7,829	comments	were	received	by	the	set	closing	of	18	June	2021	(included	in	the	Excel	file).	This	report	
reflects	the	entries	received	by	the	closing	date.	

Two question presented;
1.  Do you feel that under current conditions the 2021 local elections will be free and fair  

and should continue?

  Yes, I do  [4,963 selected]  63.39%

  No, I do not   [2,167 selected]  27.68%

  Not fully  [699 selected]  8.93%

2. What is your top concern?

 No concerns [2,816 selected] 35.97%

 Health challenges posed by Covid-19 [1,944 selected] 24.83%

 Socio-political [1,035 selected] 13.22%

 Other [897 selected] 11.46%

 Practicality [426 selected] 5.44%

 Lockdown Regulations [375 selected] 4.79%

 Legal [336 selected] 4.29%
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Comments
The participants are encouraged to provide comment to justify their selection in order to help shape the decision. 

Of the “Yes, I do” comments, the participants listed “No Concerns” as their most focused category. An 
abundance of support goes toward the continuation of the IEC local elections for 2021. As part of this motivation, 
the public have advised that Covid-19 will still be a part of our living lifestyles for the foreseeable future, and we 
should not be holding up the constitutional rights of South African citizens to vote for this reason. The public have 
made suggestions to extend the election period to a few days, to set up hybrid vaccination tables at the polling 
stations and to employ more resources to implement the safe covid-19 protocols.

Many people have also advised that the risk to shop, to queue for grants or to queue for the vaccination is the 
same level of risk, which can be mitigated.

Suggestions from the “Yes I do” comments, include;

Concern; No Concerns
1.  “Elections should be held. Same way as people queue to collect R350 grant.”
2. “They should not be delayed.  We need to make our “voices” heard sooner rather than later!”
3.		“The	Elections	must	continue;	we	can’t	continue	having	these	political	figures	who	are	corrupt	running	for	
another	period.	Because	postponing	the	elections	means	that	their	term	of	office	will	be	automatically	extended.	
IEC	must	ensure	that	they	hire	more	officials	to	ensure	that	all	Covid-19	protocols	are	observed.	Even	if	it	
means that they must extend the time for voting and take people based on their surnames, following the 
alphabetical	order.	I	am	tired	of	corrupt	officials	who	are	not	benefiting	the	community	but	are	self-enriching	
selfish	individuals.	We	want	new	and	fresh	individuals	who	are	coming	with	new	innovative	and	strategic	plans	
that	will	be	beneficial	for	the	community.”

4.  “If we can go to the supermarket, we can go and vote.  Government cannot change an election date because 
they fear the result.”

5.  “If people are as responsible attending a voting station as they would be going shopping, there shouldn’t be any 
problems,	especially	if	voting	station	staff	ensure	adherence	to	the	rules.”

6.  “I feel that it is essential that we go ahead with the election.  It terms of COVID, we all know exactly what needs 
to be done to be safe.  So, we need to ensure that all voters wear masks, and that there is sanitiser available.”

7.  “South Africa has so far managed to control infections and brought regulations which helps us to be safe and it 
is all our responsibility to adhere to regulations and continue with life.”

8. “We can’t miss elections. We can still organize these elections in a manner that will allow safe processes.”

Concern; Health challenges posed by Covid-19
1. “Employ more people at the voting stations so that there will be no bottle necks.”

2.  “We need to go ahead, just as long as all COVID-19 protocols are adhered to.  Move venues to more open 
places.”

3.  “The IEC have to encourage citizens to use all protective majors against the virus. The police services should 
also be visible to ensure adherence to the prevention of the spread of the virus.”

4.  “Health challenges can very easily be overcome by enforcing the covid protocol at all times as well as adding 
additional polling stations to prevent overcrowding at the stations, the elections MUST go ahead!”

5.  “Covid-19 will prevent people from freely participating, but I believe that the looting of government currently 
taking place will bring out people in large numbers to vote. The IEC can also make arrangements for people to 
vote electronically.”
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6.  “The Electoral commission should implement measures to curb the spread of Covid-19. We don’t know how 
long COVID-19 will be with us but life should continue with everyone careful. The election should continue as 
planned.”

7.  “I feel that if voting takes place over a few days, to allow for social distancing without ridiculously long 
queues, then there won’t be a problem to hold the elections.”

Concern; Socio-political
1.  “Some of the political parties are busy peddling lies within community about covid19, which has nothing to 

do with elections.”
2.  “If we can go to the mall. Then we can vote. Bring your own pen. Don’t touch. We need change. 

Unfortunately, live goes on. Even when we lose loved ones.”
3.  “Personally, my opinion is that if all Covid safety protocols are adhered to all the people of our beautiful 

country should not be deprived to vote for the party they believe would deliver on their promises.”
4.  “The regime change is needed more than ever, should the election be postponed that would mean that our 

people will be stuck with this current, already proven to be incompetent leadership till such time. Our people 
are desperate for change.”

5.  “My only concern is the use of electronic voting systems, where I am not sure that these will be fair or free 
from tampering along with the risk of covid since many people will be touching them.”

6.  “All I can say is that the US held its national government elections in worst conditions than ours with no 
excuses or hiccups.  We always copy or compare our situation with those of abroad when it comes to this 
coronavirus thingy why are we not doing the same with this? The ANC is just afraid of losing power in more 
municipalities	that’s	why	they	want	these	elections	to	be	postponed	together	with	their	kids	eff.”

Concern; Other
1.  “I do not feel that the elections will be totally free and fair, nevertheless I believe that they should continue 

anyway.”
2.		“Postponing	an	election	sets	a	dangerous	precedent	in	which	the	ruling	party	can	indefinitely	use	lockdown	

measures to keep a strangle hold on power. If shopping malls can operate under lockdown conditions, then 
an open-air queue for the ballot box should not be a problem.”

3.  “Elections must continue so that the citizens can be able to exercise their right to elect their government of 
choice but not forgetting to follow the rules &regulations of protection from the covid 19 pandemic, that is 
wearing of mask & sanitizing as well as applying Social distancing.”

4. “Other organizations will try to manipulate the system using covid as an excuse.”
5.  “We need to vote so that if possible, we vote this current government out of power cause it does not care 

about its people.”
6. “To postpone would be to infringe on my rights even more than they have already been infringed on.
7.		I	want	elections	so	that	we	can	get	rid	of	all	the	corrupt	officials	that	are	not	doing	what	they	are	paid	to	do	

but keep lining their pockets at the expense of the public.”
8.  “The longer the elections are stalled the more time there is to engage illegal vote rigging. The political 

landscape in SA is only going to get worse not better as the comrades run around trying to secure their re-
election.”

Concern; Practicality
1. “There should be more personnel to assist voters to adhere to Covid 19 regulations.”
2.  “Due to lockdown regulations, how practical is it to host elections as people will still need to queue outside 

voting stations and if everyone needs to be screened, there will end up being a huge line at your designated 
station. Government needs to allow those that can vote via mobile phone or other means of electronic 
voting system. Or failing that, they need to create a register whereby they send a SMS to the people that are 
supposed to vote on the day. That way, they can control the people entering the premises etc.”
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3.  “We should go ahead and place our votes. However, we do need practicality. Possibly open more venues 
to	vote,	be	efficient	and	stick	to	protocols.	Make	it	easier	for	people	to	vote	and	eliminate	unnecessary	
queues. In and out.”

4.  “People should be able to vote without having to stand in queues (Covid). Perhaps more voting stations, 
or more days to vote, but I think the elections should be held as planned.”

5.		“There’s	a	lot	of	things	happening	in	this	country,	we	have	to	stand	up	and	vote	to	fix	our	deteriorating	
country while we watch, IEC needs to wake up and design apps to move and probably visit elders like 
before. I say no to postponing.”

6.  “We the public must vote as opposition is needed to keep stability in an unstable democracy.”
7.  “Elections need to happen ASAP while government incompetence and corruption is top of mind. The 

people have had enough of 16 months of state of disaster and malfeasance and looting, they need to 
have their say.”

8.  “Under no circumstances may this election be postponed. It is our unalienable right to vote in the election 
for our local Government. The election can be held over a period of 2 days to alleviate congestion and to 
keep within the Covid Protocols.”

Concern; Lockdown Regulations
1.  “Implement numerous election stations to avoid crowding and numerous days.”
2. “That pensioners will be helped quickly when in a queue or given a separate day on which to vote.”
3.  “If elections could be over a period of time, it would make safety concerns, around pandemic and 

regulations easier to manage.”
4.  “I propose that IEC should develop an electronic system that will help in electronic voting system by just 

ticking to a political party name instead of using paper system.”
5.  “IEC must just make sure safe distance is adhere too and that they not biased. Make sure venues that 

they use is ventilated. They must also not be used for political exploitation in favouring a party.”
6.  “Vaccinations are going ahead and will hopefully protect a large percentage of our population. It may 

be necessary to extend the voting period over 2 days to cope with the social distancing required and 
marshals should be there to ensure that this and mask wearing is enforced. The IEC should start to work 
on	making	postal	or	electronic	voting	much	easier.	Those	who	care	enough	to	want	to	vote	will	find	a	way	
to do it.”

7. “End the useless lockdowns and allow people to go out and freely vote.”
8.  “I think electronic voting should be considered and those who like to go to voting stations can vote but I 

suggest electronic.”
9.  “The postponement of the elections will not be in the best interest of South Africa, we need change 

and we need it now.  The current response to COVID and the continued Lockdown has shown that the 
current government does not have the best interest of its citizens at heart.  Postponing will just give them 
more opportunity to try and sandbag us.”

Concern; Legal
1.  “I believe, due to Governments shocking and incompetent approach to the entire COVID saga indicates 

that they are perfectly willing to play with people’s lives, and gleefully accumulate deaths. Therefore, any 
sudden huge concern about the safety of people is more a political aspect, rather than a safety issue.  
Additionally - if they turned every voting station into a vaccination station, then EVERY voter could get 
vaccinated at the same time!”

2.  “The postponement will only continue to aggregate the poor service delivery and bankrupt situations that 
most	municipalities	are	in	presently	and	we	cannot	afford	this	to	continue	with	present	structures.	The	
sooner the matter is addressed with municipal elections in an attempt to rectify and improve the situation 
for all, the better.”
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3.  “The government has already demonstrated that they could hold municipal elections. They must be able 
to hold provincial elections.”

4.  “It would be unconstitutional to postpone elections. My biggest concern is that the IEC is packed with 
ANC appointed cadres denying us free and fair elections. It would be quite simple to have sensible Covid 
protocols for voting with socially distance queues and voting stations open for longer.”

5.  “Under no circumstances should a democracy surrender its freedom. Suspension of the elections only 
furthers the ANC’s dream of social authoritarianism.”

6. “No rational reason for delaying democratic processes. In no circumstances should elections be delayed.”
7.  “I think elections must go ahead, extra precautions must be met, and adding an additional voting day 

could help to avoid overcrowding. Most of the time queues are outside until you enter the building. 
Masks and sanitizer and keeping distance in queue is reasonable. We do it at the shops. This election is 
important to keep democracy healthy in our country. Bring on the elections.”

Of the “Not Fully” comments, the participants would still like to see that the local elections go ahead 
but many people are concerned about contracting Covid-19, or if they should fall ill that they will be in self 
isolation and will not be able to make their way to a polling station. In addition to this, some suggestions 
were made to postpone the elections to just after the 3rd covid-19 wave has settled but to still host 
elections during 2021. They have also suggested to mobilise IEC resources in smaller towns so that the 
elders or communities in outlying areas do not need to travel as far to reach a polling station.

At this stage of the pandemic, the theme has been presented that the IEC can proceed but will need to 
engage alternative measures to make the process compliant, easy and accessible.  

Suggestions from the “Not fully” comments, include;

Concern; No Concerns
1.  “I think it should continue and not be postponed.  It should continue as planned. Else it could be 

postponed for years to come. That is unconstitutional.”
2.  “The pandemic should not be used as an impediment; the serious problem is of the political gurus who 

are embroiled in embezzlement of the same funds meant to help the citizens. Election should continue, if 
not this will create a problem, for the future election.”

3.  “We need to have the opportunity to express our wishes although we have concerns about fairness with 
regards to the ANC government as the world shows that bribery and corruption is a thing of the day.”

4.	“Elections	will	not	make	any	difference	get	on	with	the	voting.”

Concern; Health challenges posed by Covid-19
1.  “The biggest challenge is the canvassing for the parties that are small without capital to reach the 

electoral. I believe the current status will grant bigger parties an unfair advantage to reach the electorate 
using their capital muscle with all technological mechanisms at their exposal.”

2.  “I do not think that any large gatherings should be allowed until all of our citizens have been vaccinated, 
and the infection rate stays on a downward curve.”

3.  “I feel that currently with how this virus is spreading that people who gather together in large amounts 
even if it’s to vote, would be unsafe and put many people at risk. I would suggest delaying the elections 
until there is a better and safer way of having people to vote.”

4.  “The elections should continue as planned; I just hope that the IEC will be able to proceed even with all 
the regulations put in place. I know that most people won’t go fearful of the virus. And I’m not sure if we 
still consider that free and fair elections... I guess we’ll see.”

5.  “With this pandemic I don’t think that it will be safe especially with the continuously raising numbers of 
positive cases.”
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6.  “Many people are in the sick bed and cannot be able to go and vote .and many people are scared going 
out to the crowd to avoid the spread of covid 19.”

7.		“Postponing	the	elections	for	2	months	would	not	have	an	adverse	effect	for	the	elections	but	could	offer	
additional protection to the population. By then the third wave should have subsided, the weather warmer 
and the vaccination program more advanced.”

8.  “A separate day should be allocated to persons over the age of 60. Voting for other citizens should be 
extended to 2 days to avoid overcrowding. Total of 3 days for voting.”

Concern; Socio-political
1.  “This decision to suspend elections is not constitutional.  Where is public participation?  This is ANC 

trying to delay inevitable.”
2. “The IEC must make a plan to ensure that the elections are held before the end of this year.”
3.  “If we can queue for vaccines, we can queue for elections. The “fairness” of the elections depends on the 

IEC. We have FAR too MANY people with corruption implications/incompetence hanging over them and 
need	to	vote	them	out	of	office.	There	is	also	the	problem	of	pure	politics	in	appointing	people	to	party	
lists, many of whom do not really care about citizens of our country.”

4.  “If the country is bankrupt, people struggle and there are no jobs, then you need to change as many laws 
to favour you if you don’t want to lose the elections.”

5.  “We need these elections regardless of Covid. There will always be some form of dishonesty.  Sadly, the 
majority will vote for the same corrupt government. Many people are frustrated and thus need to vote.”

6.  “I would like for the elections to continue but I doubt that they will be fair if anything the pandemic has 
shown us how corrupt our government is. As a result, I have little faith that these will be fair, they can 
easily manipulate the results, and no one will be held accountable.”

Concern; Other
1.  “The voting system is corrupt. The system should be made digital by scanning of the voter’s ID and 

then the voters make their votes on a screen and then uploads their votes live. Each election there are 
thousands of votes found thrown away before they were counted.”

2.  “The election will not be correct as many people will not go vote due to fear of covid. The numbers can 
therefore not be used to determine the status of the various parties based on such an unfair election; it is 
unethical to do so.”

3.		“My	vote	makes	no	difference.	Governing	party	will	continue	on	its	trajectory	because	there	will	not	be	a	
viable black party to challenge it.”

4.  “I’m worried about many people who are not appearing on registered whilst they are on good standing 
and ANC can resolve that the dear is the downfall of our organization.”

5.  “I have no covid concerns and the elections should not be postponed as this is an easy slide to not 
having them for ages (tyranny). My concerns about the elections not being free and fair stem from IEC 
corruption. They have been stealing elections for the ANC for a while now and serious auditing and 
oversight should be applied to the IEC. They should also be banned from taking volunteers from any 
unions aligned with any political party eg SADTU.”

6.  “Corruption which will not change with a postponement. Don’t trust the govt to allow for free and fair 
elections now or in the future. Elections shouldn’t be postponed because the govt is causing all the 
problems described.”

7.  “To delay would only give the ANC more time to cover up their lies and corruption. If they had their way, 
we would never have an election.”
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Concern; Practicality
1.  “If the IEC could ensure that voting is free and fair then the election outcomes will have credibility - 

unfortunately this has not been the case in the past and with COVID restrictions the outcome is less likely 
than ever before to be free and fair.  Election days should be extended.”

2.  “I think that people will not be fully involved in the campaigns of the local elections due to the current 
state of the country imposed by the Covid 19 pandemic. Local government elections are very crucial 
and requires free and fair elections. It is advisable to come with control measures that will still see that our 
citizens are safe in this process.”

3.  “This disease is the biggest control exercise ever in the world. Come election time there will be more 
control.	That	will	affect	the	outcome	of	the	election	in	favour	of	the	ruling	party.	Follow	real	science	and	get	
yourself educated. By now any informed person knows that all this masking and the works, does not help 
one iota to prevent the spread.”

4.  “If we can shop / go to work / collect social grants then we can also vote. There just needs to be some 
added care / caution taken to ensure done safely.”

Concern; Lockdown Regulations
1.  “Just not sure if they will be conducted fairly noting:
 1. Non-compliance in COVID-19 regulations especially in townships 
 2. Corruption in the ruling party”
2.  “As most people are working remotely, there shouldn’t be any reason for the IEC to use the lock down 

as an excuse for delaying processes especially where party registrations are concerned. Issuing of 
registration	certificates	should	be	a	speedy	process	in	order	for	parties	to	participate.	That	will	ensure	free	
and fair elections.”

3. “Extend to two days.”
4.  “It is absolutely necessary to remove a dysfunctional and corrupt municipality. Our small towns are dying 

under their non-compliance. Now is the time. No postponement.”
5.  “Some of the regulations may impact people’s ability to get to voting stations (some people in rural areas 

have to leave home very early to get to polling stations in time). Managing social distancing may prove 
challenging	in	the	busier	polling	stations.	That	said,	elections	must	go	ahead	–	government	must	find	
a way to overcome these challenges to enable free and fair elections. Corruption, nepotism and poor 
governance are rife across all municipalities. This must be addressed.”

Concern; Legal
1.  “It’s a multifaceted answer from my viewpoint.
	 1.		There	is	a	major	question	as	to	the	legality	of	the	Lockdown	regulations	in	the	first	place	which	

violate our Constitution rights and the Bill of Rights.  
 2.  There is a major question as to the legitimacy of the PCR test results and the numerous (above 

80%) false positives from said tests.
 3.  If the Govt would not have banned the use of treatments like Ivermectin there would be no 

health	concern	as	it	would	be	like	a	normal	flu	season.
 4. Is the “pandemic” being used to either delay or manipulate the elections? 
	 5.		Can	the	IEC	be	trusted	to	run	a	fair	and	free	election	in	the	first	place?	Many	minorities	political	

parties have claimed major discrepancies previously. 
I believe there is no reason to delay the election or to use any regulation created due to the 
“pandemic” to change the way we vote. No voting machines, no delays, no regulations that 
violate our constitutional right to vote. Stop using fear to violate the Constitution and Bill of Rights 
of our country!”

2. “I do not believe that the ANC government does anything free and fair.”
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Of the “No I do not” comments, Some of the participants are outright disagreeing with the pursual of 
the elections due to the high covid-19 infection risk. Whilst other says that the previous elections have 
experience many cases of ballots being tampered with and this goes against their right to a “free and fair” 
election. 

In	other	responses,	the	public	firmly	stated	that	there	is	no	reason	to	withhold	the	local	elections.	Local	
Municipalities	are	under	duress	financially	and	the	Covid-19	financial	schemes	have	also	been	looted	where	
South	Africa	citizens	have	missed	out	on	the	benefits.	“Corrupt	officials”	are	being	mentioned	repeatedly	
and the public want to exercise their constitutional right to process their vote in our democratic country.  
Suggestions from the “No I do not” comments, include;

Concern; No Concerns
1.  “I don’t believe there is any good reason to delay the 2021 elections and any delay imposed will be 

politically motivated.”
2.  “Let’s stick with the schedule of elections.  The ruling party needs to answer at the ballot box for all these 

religious lockdown rules. We need to vote.”
3. “If we can queue at shopping centres, we can queue to vote. Let’s get the show on the road.”
4.  “Everything in this country is corrupt, taxpayers monies get stolen, law system is a joke! Nothing is fair or 

legit, there’s always back hands and under table deals.”
5.  “With revelations of corruption and mismanagement at an all-time high it is no wonder the ANC want to 

postpone the elections. Surely by now the IEC knows how to enforce measures to minimise the risk of 
infections at polling stations. It is time to elect people who actually know what they are doing and have the 
interest of the population at heart and not only themselves.”

Concern; Health challenges posed by Covid-19
1.  “In light of the country just having entered lock down level 3 and the new Indian virus variant that is more 

deadly and easier transferable, it would become irresponsible as well as a major public health risk to even 
consider holding elections this year.”

2.  “Government should focus on the health issues caused by this pandemic. South Africans are not getting 
the best health care at the moment. Employ more nurses. If they don’t get this disease under control 
people won’t be killing each other with violence but with this disease. Therefore, it is not safe for people to 
go to voting stations to vote.”

3.  “The current situation is not feasible for free and fair elections.  Roll out of vaccination has not reached the 
majority of SA citizens.”

4.  “Government should concentrate on vaccinating citizens and elections can take place once majority of 
citizens are vaccinated.”

5.  “Travel restrictions and crowd restrictions and general safety concerns with all the riots and lawlessness in 
our area lately.”

6.  “Elections will pose threat of increased covid infections, and our health system cannot handle the 
pressure too. These elections should be postponed.”

7.	“Unsafe	practices	and	quick	service	just	to	fast	track	the	process.	Outcome	can	have	a	lot	of	flaws.”

Concern; Socio-political
1.  “Not allowing elections to continue gives the current government more opportunity to commit fraud and 

acts of social sabotage to the people of South Africa.”
2.  “It is a waste of time and energy as no positive impact or constructive community enhancing results are 

ever seen. In addition, hereto such events poses a great health risk. What is the point anyway if electoral 
candidate’s jobs are done by community and private businesses anyway?”



10. continues ...

3.  “To the IEC, I would respectfully request a thorough and holistic review of current state of emergency 
conditions	that	could	affect	the	principles	of	democracy	necessary	for	a	free	and	fair	election	process.	
Currently, it does not appear that conditions will permit this.”

4.  “ANC playing for time? Do they really care for the people they are manipulating? I do not believe there is 
an easy or absolutely correct answer for the problem. Point of view makes everything fuzzy!”

5.  “The municipality elections are very well overdue what with the very poor management at nearly all 
municipalities. The elections must be held on time and would constitute a vote to show that the ANC 
cannot	run	SA	as	it	is	a	private	fiefdom.”

6. “Low voter turnout and limited campaigning.”

Concern; Other
1.  “With all the major election fraud uncovered worldwide recently   how will we know our elections are 

guaranteed to be free and fair?”
2.  “They will without not be free and fair, but the elections must be held without further delay. South Africa 

cannot continue the current status quo, we need to rid the country of the ANC and vote in independent 
new candidates to govern and act in the best interests of South Africa and its citizens.”

3.  “Existing ruling party is trying everything to stay in power, Corruption, maladministration and the absolute 
destruction of all State-run institutes is a clear indication that we need a change for everyone.”

4.  “Elections in South Africa are NEVER free & fair.   There’s always corruption involving the power-hungry 
individuals who tamper with the votes!”

5.  “My concerns is that there is always irregularities with and tampering with the ballot boxes. We have seen 
so many dumped ballot boxes in the past and nothing has been done about that. In my opinion that type 
of underhandedness should not be tolerated and action should have been taken against those electoral 
officials	in	whose	voting	regions	that	occurred.”

6.  “The IEC regulations not observed, when did political parties going to campaign, it puts South Africans at 
risk to be exposed to covid.”

7.  “Please introduce biometrics in the electoral system as a matter of urgency to prevent the ANC from 
rigging elections, something it’s been doing all along.”

Concern; Practicality
1.  “I do not think it would be good to have elections now, as too many people who want to vote, will not 

be able to as many would be required to isolate and stay at home. I also don’t think online voting would 
work, as too many people do not have access to computers, and it would also leave too much room for 
fraudulent behaviour.”

2.  “Practicality will be unfair because each day thousands of people tested positive with covid 19 and has 
to	quarantine	self	for	10	days.	Therefore,	how	will	those	thousands	of	people	who	will	be	affected	raised	
their voices by voting. If digital voting been available, millions of people are technological disadvantages, 
particularly elderly people. e.g look the struggle of vaccines applications....mostly elderly people do not 
yet register for it.”

3.  “The 2021 Local Elections Won’t be Free and Fair, under the Conditions the Country is Faced With, 
unless we want to Participate in Rapping Free and Fair Participation process and the Voice of the 
People...”

4.  “Please postpone elections to 2022 to ensure a proper transparent voters roll and easing of socio-political 
and health pressures.

5. Ensure to investigate digital voting through blockchain technology.”
6. “The election must happen; plans can be made to address the health concerns.”
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Concern; Lockdown Regulations
1.  “In light of the lockdown regulations, I think it would be impractical to hold elections at this time. Health 

concerns are obviously uppermost in the minds of many people, and this might deter them from visiting 
polling stations to cast their votes. It would be more sensible to have the elections when population 
immunity has been achieved by the vaccination programme.”

2.		“The	president	says	one	thing	but	at	the	other	hand	his	not	fixing	the	ANC	and	himself	he	must	
stop	looking	at	his	business	but	look	at	his	office	and	the	ANC.	With	all	the	respect	south	Africa	is	a	
playground...”

3. “The elections should be hold over a longer period.”
4.	“IEC	must	hire	more	staff	to	control	people	with	social	distancing.”
5. “The government has already shown too much of their incompetence especially now during lockdown.”
6.  ‘’ The Covid lockdown and dire economic situation will prevent people from attending rallies and group 

events. Government has control over the major media channels through the SABC. We will not have a free 
and fair election.”

7.  “Leave the election till 2022 at least, when the political and health climate may be more stable and clearer.”

Concern; Legal
1.  “I believe the elections will be rigged, but we need to vote regardless to expose this criminality. It’s act of 

treason and will be listed at Nuremberg.”
2.  “These ANC thugs will steal the ballot boxes; we need to ensure that this happens when we have plenty of 

people roaming around so these thugs can be seen or rather caught”
3.  “My concerns are that this government could rig these elections just like they did in the states especially 

if they go ahead with electronic voting systems.  My feeling is that when GESARA/NESARA comes in, 
this current government will be replaced by a government 10% of the size that is truly ethical and for the 
people.  We need to hang in there a bit longer.  GESARA/NESARA is on its way.”

4. “The IEC must just comply with COVID-19 regulations and the elections proceed without any interruption.”
5.  “It is my democratic right to vote. Delaying this my rights are being taken away from us. My rights have 

already been taken away or limited. What’s going to happen next?”



12. ends.

Demographics 

Comments originated from all provinces with the greatest input arising from Gauteng, followed by Western 
Cape and KZN. Demographics can be further broken down into comment options (yes, no, not fully) and by 
top concern per region upon request, or view the Excel spreadsheet attached.

Thank you
Rob Hutchinson - Dear South Africa
rob.hutchinson@dearsouthafrica.co.za
084 557 4828


