
Minister Tito Mboweni tabled the 2020 Medium Term Budget Policy Statement (MTBPS), including the 
Second Division of Revenue Amendment Bill and the Second Adjustment Appropriation Bill in accordance 
with Section 6 (1) and section 12 of the Money Bills and Related Matters Act No. 9 of 2009 (as amended) 
(the Act).

The National Assembly’s and the National Council of Provinces’ Appropriations Committees are required, 
according to the Act, to consider and report on the following issues:

 • The spending priorities of the national government for the next three years;
 •  The proposed division of revenue between the spheres of government and between the arms 

of government within a sphere for the next three years; and
 •  The proposed substantial adjustments to conditional grants to provinces and local government, 

if any.

Minister Mboweni tabled the 2020 MTBPS before Parliament in terms of section 28 of the Public Finance 
Management Act (PFMA) 1 of 1999, which requires the Minister to table multi-year budget predictions for 
revenue, expenditure, and key macro-economic projections on an annual basis. 

The Minister will also meet his obligation under section 6(1) of the Money Bills Amendment Procedure and 
Related Matters Act 9 of 2009, which requires of him to submit the MTBPS to Parliament. 

The above notice of intention for the Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement was released on 28 October 
2020 where the closing date was set to 2 November 2020. The public participation process was further 
extended to 11 November 2020. 

Written submissions and enquiries were directed to Mr D Arends and Mr L Nodada at  
daarends@parliament.gov.za and lnodada@parliament.gov.za 

Dear South Africa (DearSA) hosted a participation project through Dear South Africa’s mobile and online 
platform to facilitate, educate and encourage public participation and comment to shape this amendment.

https://dearsouthafrica.co.za/mtbps-2020/ 

Dear South Africa is a network of online platforms designed to facilitate government and 
encourage the public to participate in unbiased decision-making processes or policy formation at 
SOE, municipal, provincial and national levels. 
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Included on the web page was:
1 - the published Amendments and related documents as downloadable PDFs
2 -  published notice.
3 - a live view of public comments (with a counter and breakdown reflecting number of participants)
4 - video summaries
5 - links to relevant media articles
6 - a portal which posed two questions (with the option of three responses per question)
7 - a comment facility to provide input on the Amendment

Each public entry was individually delivered to daarends@parliament.gov.za and lnodada@parliament.gov.za . DearSA 
also captured all public entries which have been used to produce this report.  

Note: In order to accurately reflect public comment, DearSA’s projects are unbiased and hold no partisan opinion or 
agenda. Raw captured data is attached as an Excel file.

A total of 602 comments were received by the set closing of 4pm, 11 November 2020 (included in the Excel file). This 
report reflects the entries received by the closing date. 

Two questions presented;
1. Do you support the 2020 Medium Term Budget Policy Statement (MTBPS)?

  Yes, I do  [12 selected]  1.99%

  No, I do not   [503 selected]  83.55%

  Not fully  [87 selected]  14.45%
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2. What is your top concern?

Corruption [238 selected] 40%

State Owned Enterprises [195 selected] 32%

Budget Deficit [7 selected] 1%

Fiscal Relief Package [9 selected] 1%

Fiscal Strategy [16 selected] 3%

Debt [16 selected] 3%

Economic Context [22 selected] 4%

Spending [38 selected] 6%

Other [61 selected] 10%
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Comments
The participants are encouraged to provide comment to justify their selection in order to help shape the 
policy amendment. 

Of the “Yes, I do” comments, the small number of participants public in this category support this policy 
statement and have outlined their top concerns as seen below. 

Suggestions from the “Yes I do” comments, include;

Concern; Corruption
1.  Few comments and suggestions were added within this section, but it was highlighted that theft was a 

concern and should be mitigated accordingly.

Concern; Debt
1.  The “Public Servant’s Wage Bill” was mentioned as a point of topic in relation to concern of the country’s 

wealth and debt accumulation. This should be addressed to balance out the wealth to debt ratio in South 
Africa.

Concern; Economic Context
1. “Eliminate corruption and bribery”. 

Concern: Fiscal Relief Package
1. No comments were submitted in this section. 

Concern: Spending
1.  Municipalities should allocate at least 80% of its spending allocation to job creation and infrastructure 

development.

Concern: State Owned Enterprises
1. No comments were submitted in this section.

Of the “Not Fully” comments, the participants have partially agreed with components of the policy. There 
is a mixed response to the freeze of the public’s servants’ salaries but it is consistently mentioned that 
parliamentary members should be earning less and a smaller cabinet should be enforced to manage the 
country’s expenditure. It was also noted that the participants do not agree with a tax increase as there is no 
clear plan in the budget policy to show for this additional projected income.

Suggestions from the “Not Fully” comments, include;

Concern: Budget Deficit
1.  Taxes have been ever increasing but public servant’s salaries have remained impartial. Parliamentary 

members earn considerably more, and this wealth should be more evenly distributed.

Concern; Corruption
1. Misappropriation, corruption, and fraud offences need to be prosecuted.
2. Improve transparency on budgets and introduce management tools to balance project spending.
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Concern; Debt
1.   Ever growing interest on the debt will result in further constraints on the economy, “reduce the size of 

parliament and their salaries”.
2.  Assess the individual municipalities and their requirements to correctly benchmark duties, salaries, and 

resource needs.

Concern: Fiscal Relief Package
1. Allow citizens to access their pension funds in times of financial need.

Concern: Fiscal Strategy
1.  “professionalisation of the public service and SOEs, without political interference and the practice of 

cronyism”.

Concern: Spending
1.  “Cut salaries of top structure” and reduce the monthly spend.
2.  “The SOEs cannot continue to be bailed out”, the state-owned entities must follow the same recourse as 

any other business would, should it fail or require liquidation.
3.  “I support the freeze on public servants’ salaries and moderating the size of the wage bill that the state is 

responsible for. The size of Government must be decreased.

Concern: State Owned Enterprises
1.  “Tax payers must be relieved of duties to save these dying entities that are supposed to be profitable 

on their own and not to exhaust taxpayers funds that are supposed to be directed to the betterment of 
livelihoods of the citizens and not to benefit only a few executives of this failing enterprises.”

Concern: Other
1.  “None of the issues raised by credit rating agencies have been addressed at all” – wasteful expenditure 

must be managed and accounted for.
2.  “My concern is the 3year salary freeze and the fact that we cannot borrow money from our own pension 

funds. Majority of us public servants are already over indebted”.
3. Do not increase taxes; rather manage the expenditure with more transparency and accuracy. 

Of the “No I do not” comments, the participants do not agree with the budget policy for various reasons. 
These relate to the recent pandemic of COVID-19 and state salaries, the general misappropriation of 
funds, and the lack of a clear intent to reduce corrupt behaviours. Policies such as BBBEE and the tender 
processes are proving to be harmful to the economy and the growth of the South Africa.

Suggestions from the “No I do not” comments, include;

Concern: Budget Deficit
1.  “We cannot repay existing debt. No money for essentials like health child care etc”, the budget policy 

should align the needs of the country to the current finances available.
2.  “A lot can be done to address the Public Service inflated wage bill, but freezing salaries is illogical and 

innocent workers’ pay the prices for poor decisions of government leaders. It starts at the top, reduce the 
number of cabinet ministers and the structures below them.”
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Concern; Corruption
1.  “Increasing taxes in any way, shape or form will result in further tax declines or wealth moving out of the 

country. More needs to be done to stop wasteful expenditure, corruption and to trim the huge politicians’ 
salaries and outrageous perks. All politicians accused of corruption must be subjected to lifestyle audits 
immediately and based on that with their suspension of the accusation, go through a disciplinary process 
immediately and without delay without pay and if found guilty criminal charges be instituted as well as 
the recovery of stolen and looted funds. This alone will bring back the cash flow into the system for the 
intended purposes.”

2. “Recover the billions stolen through fraud.”
3.  Corruption has increased considerably amongst parliamentary members, there should be more 

transparency set in place and prosecutions taking place to restore accountability.

Concern; Debt
1.  Funding to support failing state-owned entities such as SAA, should not be the reason to an increasing 

debt count. 

Concern; Economic Context
1.  “Money should not be taken from other private sources. Rather focus on anti-corruption and getting back 

mismanaged funds.”

Concern: Fiscal Relief Package
1.  “We cannot afford to borrow money from other departments and abroad to finance failing government 

entities”. 

Concern: Fiscal Strategy
1.  “Public servants contribute a large percentage of SA’s economy. As it stands, some of them particularly 

those in the health care sector are already earning less than their counterparts in the private sector and 
are forced to deal with resource shortages plus overcrowding. Public servants, most of whom are our 
front-line workers during this pandemic, have not even been provided with hazardous pay and yet our 
own government is quick to further restrict their earnings. This is constitutionally unjust” and requires a 
review of the budget policy.

Concern: Spending
1.  “The spending of taxpayers’ hard-earned money to bail out SAA when there real serious areas of concern 

like housing, schools, adequate and efficient public transport. This is serious outcry from SA citizens 
because we are always being ignored.” The public participation processes should be prioritised to ensure 
that the voices of South African citizens are being heard and recorded. 

2.  “A 275% increase on spending without proper tender procedures will open the door to even bigger 
corruption. Currently, with so called procedures in place, this country gets drained of tax payer’s money 
through corruption, nepotism and simple disregard for procedure, while infrastructure falls apart”. The 
reckless spending requires an audit and re-evaluation before reverting to increasing taxes.

3.  “Money being given to SAA. the airline must be sold off” to alleviate further expenditure by government on 
an entity that’s taking cash liquidity out of the economy. 
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Concern: State Owned Enterprises
1.  “The MTBPS is a failure in that is fails deal with the most pressing issues SA is facing today. The most 

pressing are:
 a. SOE’s
 b. Corruption
 c. Income tax legislation which is becoming less and less fit for purpose
 d. Labour legislation and regulations
 e. Over regulation and growth of bureaucracy
 f. Job creation
Unless SA starts to seriously consider these issues everything else is moot, i.e. not going to happen. A 
country we need to start a conversation on these 5 issues and how to fix them because unless there are 
addressed”
2.  “We should not be pulling funds from other important projects to fund state owned enterprises. If they are 

unprofitable, they must be allowed to fail or privatised. We cannot keep going around pacifying unions 
and SOE’s because we don’t want to suffer the repercussions.”

3.  Implement assessment procedures for state-owned entities and respective milestones to pro-actively 
monitor the development or declines where decisions can be taken responsibly – without wasteful 
expenditure. 

Concern: Other
1.  “Increasing taxes in any way, shape or form will result in further tax declines or wealth moving out of 

the country. More needs to be done to stop wasteful expenditure and corruption. There needs to be 
consequences, or the leaking bucket will continue to gain momentum.”

2.  “I would like to see a budget that helps reduce climate change and eliminate animal agriculture, hunting 
and animals abuse. Covid 19 comes from animals, therefore we should address the cause as top 
priority.”

3.  “The freezing of public sector wages is objectionable when this is the very work force especially health 
care have been in front line against COVID without breaks or disaster pay.”

4.  “Correct the reckless spending instead of taking more money from us honest workers. Covid has left us in 
debt and now government will literally be taking bread out of our mouths. I do not feel like my own leaders 
that i voted for care much about a single mum working a minimum wage job to give her child shelter food 
and security”
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Demographics 

Comments originated from all provinces with the greatest input arising from Gauteng, followed by Western 
Cape and KZN. Demographics can be further broken down into comment options (yes, no, not fully) and by 
top concern per region upon request, or view the Excel spreadsheet attached.

Thank you
Rob Hutchinson - Dear South Africa
rob.hutchinson@dearsouthafrica.co.za
084 557 4828


